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Dear District Residents:
 
As you can see, the Glendale-River Hills School District newsletter has made a significant 
change.  We will be increasing our communication to the entire community by mailing you 
this newsletter three to four times per year.  

The Glendale-River Hills School District is finishing off a fantastic 2016-2017 school year.  
After last summer’s reorganization of our administrative team, the Glendale-River Hills 
School District is once again a leader on our state’s report card in closing the achievement 
gap.  In fact, with schools that have a 20% or more diversity rate, Glen Hills had the 
3rd highest score in the state, and Parkway was right behind in 4th place.  

Currently, the principals and staff of both schools are striving to reach the School Board’s 
long-term goals for the District.  These goals (listed below) continue to be the focus of the 
Administrative Team, District Committee and School Board meetings. 

1)  To provide a Safe, Supportive Learning Environment, 
2)  To Ensure Academic and Social-Emotional Growth for All Students, 
3)  To Cultivate and Sustain an Informed, Supportive Community, 
4)  To Achieve Excellence in Staff Performance and 
5)  To Maximize the Percentage of District Funds Allocated to Teaching and Learning

I hope you enjoy this issue of the School News Report that is full of the many fun-filled 
learning activities that have taken place over the past school year.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support, and always feel free to contact me with 
any question or concern.  I can be emailed at Larry.Smalley@glendale.k12.wi.us or called 
at 414-351-7170 ext. 2103.  

Sincerely,

Larry Smalley
District Administrator

Roller Skating Unit in PE at Parkway

Spring

Mrs. McLean’s 4th grade class build-
ing napkin holders in Mr. Savagian’s 
Engineering and Technology class.

Second grade students sharing the 
poetry they created during writer’s 
workshop.



In October the PE classes at Glen Hills got to try 
“Stick Jumping”, which is the lead up activity 
to pole vaulting.  Steve Thomas, a coach from 
the Olympic training center flew into town to 
present Stick Jumping to each of the PE classes 
at Glen Hills.  Each class also got to Face Time 
with an Olympian to talk about what it took to 
get to the level they are at in their careers.  

In this picture, 4th graders from Ms. Kornitz, 
Ms. Becker, and Mr. Wetzel’s class are getting 

some Face Time with Sam Kendricks, a 2nd LT in the army reserve, and olympic bronze medalist 
for the US track team. The other athletes the students got a chance to talk to included Olympic 
gold medalist Stacy Dragila, Sam Houston and April Bennett.

CITIZENSHIP CAMP

Glen Hills’ annual Citizenship Camp took place on December 10th. More than 120 students took part in 
the event. They spent the day listening to speakers and participating in activities like D.A.R.E., G.R.E.A.T., 
yoga and mindfulness. They also expressed their creativity through creating peace bandanas.

The students also listened to a 
presentation by Guest Speaker, Attorney Yang, owner of Kashoua Yang 
LLC, spoke to the Glen Hills students who participated in the Citizenship 
Camp on December 10th. She spoke of her immigration to the United 
States at the age of 6 and how it shaped her life and career.

Mr. Carlson helped students in Mrs. 
Kiefer’s K5 class build bird houses. 
This hands-on activity made their 
Writers Workshop “How-to” writing 
section come to life.

Mrs. Becker’s 4th grade class shows 
their school spirit on Wacky Hair Day 
in February.

GLEN HILLS PE

7th and 8th graders practicing in a large group 
festival. They worked with a clinician to improve 
performance and stayed after the class to meet the 
high school orchestra.

Mrs. Winston’s 5th grade 
scholars working hard and 
having fun!



GEOGRAPHY BEE
The Glen Hills 5th-8th grade Geography 
Bee took place on December 9th. 
8th grader, Ian Ormsby, placed first, 
and, 8th grader, Chris Lipscomb was 
runner up.

DAUGHTERS OF 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Every year, the Daughters of American 
Revolution conduct a DAR essay 
contest. This year’s topic was: 
Celebrating a Century: America’s 
National Parks. Students write a “ficti-
cious” journal while pretending to 
visit one of the 58 national parks. All 
Glen Hills RTI students from grades 5-8 
participated. 

The Milwaukee DAR chapter chooses 
one student per grade from the entire 
Milwaukee area. This year, Glen Hills 
students Sophia Frioui, 5th grade, and 
Joyce Essuman, 7th grade were chosen 
as winners.

On February 4th, The Daughters of 
American Revolution (Milwaukee 
Chapter) had a luncheon for the 
regional winners, their families, 
and their teachers. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !
GERMAN 
PRONOUNCIATION 
CONTEST
On February 25th, Glen Hills German 
students competed in the WI-AATG Regional 
Pronunciation contest at Rufus King High School. 
This event required students to present poems 
and make extemporaneous presentations. Glen 
Hills had a very impressive showing, qualifying 14 
students for the state competition, held on April 
1st at Marquette University.

The Glen Hills/Bayside/Maple Dale Junior 
Nights Middle School Wrestling team won 
their first conference tournament title in 
March. 

On March 10th, the Glen Hills Jazz Ensemble 
participated in the Woody Herman Jazz Festival 
hosted by UW-Milwaukee. The day on campus 
included an improvisation session, a critiqued 
performance of our jazz ensemble, a concert 
by the UW-Milwaukee Jazz Ensemble, and 
master classes lead by the clinicians. It was a 
great opportunity for our student musicians.

The students in Mrs. Russell’s class celebrated their Reading Workshop Unit by 
having a graduation ceremony. The students worked on adding extra strength to 
their picture power, reread power, snap-word power, and book talk power. They 
have now graduated to new, bigger, and more challenging books!

WRITERS WORKSHOP GRADUATION



This year, the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students in Mrs. Murali’s RtI class 
had the opportunity to participate in a transformative Future City STEM 
experience as they asked and 
answered the question:

“How can we make the world 
a better place?”

From this starting point, teams 
spent 4 months imagining, 
researching, designing, and 
building cities of the future with 
the guidance of engineers from 
Johnson Controls. 

The students presented their 
projects at the Future City 
Competition held on January 
21st,at MSOE (Milwaukee School 
of Engineering), and the 6th 
grade project received the 
“Exemplary” award.

FUTURE CITY STEM COMPETITION

The 2016-2017 Forensics season is well underway. 
They have experienced some wonderful individual 
successes this season, as well as a fantastic team 
success. Their first tournament of the season was 
at Webster Transitional in Cedarburg. 8th grader 
Lucy Norris took 3rd place amongst Serious Solo 
participants, and 7th graders Morgan Steffes and 
Zach Glidden took 1st place in the Infomercial 
category. Our second tournament was at Longfel-
low in Wauwatosa. 8th grader Vicky Gonzalez took 
3rd in Poetry, and Monica Slade took 2nd in Special 
Events. Our most recent tournament took place 
at Cudahy. 7th graders Zach Glidden and Morgan 
Steffes, along with 8th grader Miles Terry placed in 
the top eighth of their respective categories. It was 
also at this tournament that our team earned 1st 
place in the small school division. 

FORENSICS TEAM

GLEN HILLS SPELLING BEE

6th grader Leah Gaffney was the first 
place winner at the Glen Hills Middle 
School Spelling Bee held on January 
20th. The runner up was 7th grader 
Xavier Sudemir and 2nd runner up was 
Anna Sherry.

Leah, Xavier, and Anna advanced to the 
Regional Competition in Pewaukee on 
February 16th.

Glen Hills Lego League team mates competed at the 
Waukesha Lego League Sectional Tournament. They 
and their team mates from Maple Dale and Fox Point 
took 2nd place in the Strategy and Innovation Robot 
category.

LEGO LEAGUE SECTIONAL 
TOURNAMENT



OUT OF THIS WORLD!
Parkway students presented two “Out of This World” 
performances to family, friends, and the Glendale com-
munity on February 23rd. Senior Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd grade students performed a mini-musical based 
on four stories about outer space. Third grade students 
had the opportunity to challenge themselves to learning 
additional acting and instruments. All students brought 
the story to life by singing fun songs about things you 
find (or might find) in outer space.

PUTTING BOOKS IN THE HANDS OF KIDS

Thousands of new books were given away to students 
and their families at three locations throughout 
Glendale. Students and community members were 
able to meet Glendale-River Hills faculty who 
volunteered their time to help distribute books on the 
Book Bus. The event was sponsored by Sam’s Hope and 
HippyUSA. When kids read at home they grow their 
ability to read for longer periods of time, increasing 
stamina, in addition to strengthening their ability to 
think more deeply about text. Thanks to all who made 
this event such a success.

German Club Holiday Cookie Houses

Ms. Crossley’s seventh grade 
science class learned about 
the ways plants live and grow. 
In their lab, they observed the 
defenses of common plants 
first hand with live samples. 
In “The best Offense...” they 
used their senses to note the 
presence of 3-pentenol in 
cabbage, and the variations 
in dermal tissue found in roses 
and modeled plant responses, 
such as thigmotropism with 
the “Are you faster than a 
Venus Flytrap?” game.



2600 West Mill Road
Glendale, WI 53209

Parkway’s Student Council sponsored Valentines 
for Veterans from January 30th to February 3rd.  
Students, staff, and families at Parkway donated 
1,742 travel size toiletries to be distributed to 
our Veterans with hand-crafted Valentines of 
thanks made by each student. We thank the 
128th Air Refueling Wing for helping us deliver 
these special Valentines to our deployed Airmen 
and Airwomen serving our country.  

PARKWAY STUDENT COUNCIL

The K4 classes enjoyed 
exploring the world of 
wild animals brought to 
Parkway School by the 
Milwaukee County Zoo. 
Students learned about 
animals through the 
senses of touch, smell, 
sight, hearing and taste. 
Students were able to 
smell and touch a ferret.

GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL BOARD: 
Andy Franklin   •   Gary Lippow   •   Robert Roska   •   Theressa Seem   •   Tomika Vukovic

Follow Parkway Elementary 
and Glen Hills Middle School  

on Facebook to see more 
photos and information 

on what’s happening 
in the Glendale-River Hills 

School District.


